
 
BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL       BPC(03)22 
  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND GOVERNANCE RETURN 2021/22 
 
1. The accounts for 2021/22 have been examined by the Council’s internal auditors 
(Atkinsons) and approved.  I have prepared the attached documents for the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return.  
 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
 
2. Bishopstone falls within the category of smaller authority (gross income or expenditure 
below £25,000) which is exempt from submitting an Annual Return for an assurance review by 
external auditors.  However, we do have to submit a signed “Certificate of Exemption” to the 
auditors and, nevertheless, complete all the required forms (set out below) and publish them 
on the village website (the auditors ask for the website address so that they can check that we 
have done this). 
 
3. Attached to this note are copies of the: 
 

(a) Exemption Certificate which will need to be signed at the meeting on 12th May. 
(b) Internal Audit Report. 
(c) Annual Governance Statement. 
(d) Accounting Statements 2021/22. 
(e) additional tables required to be published with the rest of the Annual Return setting 

out:  
a. significant variances (+/-15%) in income and expenditure between 2020/21 

and 2021/22 and  
b. reconciliation between the account balances, as shown in bank statements, 

and the balances as shown in the Accounting Statement (based on the Cash 
Book).   
 

(f) the up to date Fixed Assets Register. 
(g) the notice of the period for the exercise of public rights to view the accounts. 

 
4. The only matter that I would draw to your attention concerns (e) a. – the statement of 
variances between income and expenditure in 2021/22 compared to 2020/21.  As indicated, an 
explanation is required to be given for variations of more than 15% between 2020/21 and 
2021/22.  There are a number of these: 
 

(i) The level of the Precept in 2021/22 was reduced by 49% to pass on to Council Tax 
payers the benefit of the unexpected  £10,000 Covid grant from Wiltshire Council in 
2020/21; 

(ii) Receipts in 2021/22 were 67% lower than in 2020/21 because of the earlier Covid 
grant; 

(iii) Payments were up by 83% because of the investment in the Play Area and in a new 
SID. 

 



I have previously drawn attention to the level of the “reserves” – the end year balance of the 
accounts - which should not be more than twice the annual precept.  Under the accounting 
good practice guidance, authorities are discouraged from holding onto unused resources in 
their accounts.  The balance of the accounts has significantly reduced in 2021/22 and it remains 
more than 2x the level of the precept only because the precept was 50% lower than normal.  So 
I consider this is not a matter of concern.  
 
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 
 
5. Regulations introduced in 2014/15 makes it a legal requirement under the 
“Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities” for all Parish Councils to publish information on a 
website. The information includes that in para 3 above.  In addition it is a requirement to 
include: 
 

(i) details of all individual items of expenditure over £100 in 2021/22; 
(ii) a list of Councillors; 
(iii) details of land and building assets held. 

 
A table on (i) is attached.  Items (ii) and (iii) are set out on the village website.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6. Subject to any questions Councillors may have I recommend approval by separate 
resolutions: 

 
(a) that the Certificate of Exemption be approved for signature; 
(b) that the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 be approved; 
(c) that the Accounting Statements 2021/22 be approved; 
(d) that the documents for publication under the Transparency Code for Smaller 

Authorities be approved; 
(e) that Atkinsons be re-appointed as the Council’s internal auditors. 

 
 
Mike Ash 
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
 
April 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 


